
TWELVE  ITINERARIES TO VISIT FLORENCE with the art historian and painter ELISA MARIANINI 

Half day (about 3 hours, maximum 4 hours) 

Itinerary 1 
 
On the trail of the Medici’s family 
We can visit  the Medici’s quarter starting from Palazzo Medici Riccardi, the first residence of the 
Medici family. There, we can admire the palace, the Cappella dei Magi by Benozzo Gozzoli and the 
Galleria degli specchi with the extraordinary Baroque frescoes by Luca Giordano. Then we can visit  
the Basilica of San Lorenzo, where Brunelleschi and Michelangelo worked, which includes 
important masterpieces by Donatello, Verrocchio, Bronzino, Rosso Fiorentino. It can also be found 
the burial place of the Medici's ancestor in the stupendous Old Sagrestia, Brunelleschi's 
Renaissance masterpiece. 
 

   
 
Itinerary 2 
 
Discovering the religious heart of Florence 
We can visit  the inside of  the Florentine Cathedral of Santa Maria del Fiore and the ancient Crypt 
of Santa Reparata, where Brunelleschi is buried. We can also climb up the Dome, the highest point 
of the city, and visit the Baptistery of San Giovanni. The itinerary continues in the Museum of the 
Opera del Duomo which has been recently restored and renovated. Here you can admire the 
original famous bronze doors of the Baptistery and the sculptures of Arnolfo di Cambio, as well as 
many other important artists who adorned the original façade, before that it was destroyed to 
build the current one by Emilio De Fabris in the mid-nineteenth century in neo-gothic style. Within 
the Museum there are works such as the Maddalena of Donatello, the Pietà by Michelangelo, and 
the Donatello and Luca della Robbia’s Cantories. 
 

    



Itinerary 3 
 
Discovering the civil and political heart of Florence 
Departure from Piazza della Repubblica, the heart of the Roman Florentia, to discover the ancient 
origins of Florence. The visit continues in Orsanmichele, which was originally a lodge built for the 
grain market, and later transformed into a church of the Arti, these being the ancient Florentine 
corporations that held power in the city. Then we can visit Piazza della Signoria, with the 
Equestrian Monument of Cosimo I, the Fountain of Neptune, the Loggia dei Lanzi, the famous 
statues that adorn it and the majestic symbol of power and transformation of the city: Palazzo 
Vecchio. Originally called "Palazzo dei Priori", it became "Palazzo della Signoria" in the 15th 
century; in 1540 "Palazzo Ducale", when Duke Cosimo I de' Medici made it his residence, moving 
from Palazzo Medici; and finally the name "Palazzo Vecchio" was assumed in 1565 when the court 
of Duke Cosimo moved to the "new" Palazzo Pitti in the Oltrarno area. The famous Vasari’s 
Corridor  joins Palazzo Pitti to Palazzo Vecchio. The medieval and defensive structure of the latter 
palace is visible on the outside with towers, merlons, rough stone, and instead inside there are 
magnificent rooms built under the guidance of architect Giorgio Vasari. Following the Grand Duke 
Cosimo’s desire to celebrate his title, Vasari built the grandiose Salone dei Cinquecento. 
 

   

 
Itinerary 4 
 
Discovering the Dominican complex of Santa Maria Novella 
We can visit the whole complex of Santa Maria Novella, including the Church, which houses 
extraordinary works from the Crucifixes by Giotto and Brunelleschi, to the  Masaccio’ s Trinità, to 
the frescoes by Ghirlandaio and Filippino Lippi. Then we can visit the Cloisters, the "Verde" by 
Paolo Uccello and the “Grande" one, the biggest in Florence, and  the Cappellone degli Spagnoli 
with frescoes by Andrea di Buonaiuto, summa of all Dominican thoughts. We can also  visit the 
ancient Pharmacy, the oldest in Europe, which has been active since 1612 and still produces 
famous products based on ancient recipes of the Dominican friars. 
 

     



Itinerary 5 
 
Discovering the Franciscan complex of Santa Croce   ddddoodoododoooooooooooooooooooo                                                                                                         
We can visit the entire complex of Santa Croce including the Church, which houses extraordinary 
works, from the Crucifix by Donatello to the frescoes by Giotto and many other pupils in the 
chapels of the transept. These frescoes offer a complete panorama of the differences in style in 
the fourteenth century painting in Italy, which is only possible to find in Assisi. The Church is also a 
place of illustrious burials. We can visit also the Pazzi Chapel and  the Museum which has the 
famous Crucifix by Cimabue, ruined by the Florence flood of 4th November 1966. 
 

    

 
Itinerary 6 
 
On the trail of Fra Angelico, discovering the Convent of San Marco 
We can visit the entire complex of San Marco including the Convent, renovated according to a 
project by Michelozzo, which houses extraordinary works by Fra Angelico. The visit to the frescoed 
cells is unique in the history of art. Saint Antonino Pierozzi lived here, to whom the beautiful 
Cloister was dedicated.  In this convent also lived Beato Angelico, Fra Bartolomeo and Savonarola, 
who was captured at the entrance of the Library to be burnt at the stake in Piazza della Signoria. 
Inside there is also the important Cenacle by Domenico Ghirlandaio and a Museum housed in the 
ancient Pilgrims' Hospice, where there is the largest collection of altarpieces and paintings by Fra 
Angelico. Inside the complex is also  the Museum of ancient Florence, useful for understanding the 
remains of what was destroyed in the old town center around the area where now stands Piazza 
della Repubblica during the period of restoration, when Florence became the capital of Italy, for a 
short period of six years, from 3rd February 1865 to 30th June 1871. 
 

    



Itinerary 7 
 
On the trail of Michelangelo and Brunelleschi, discovering the San Lorenzo complex 
We can visit inside the Basilica di San Lorenzo, an extraordinary work by Brunelleschi that houses 
important masterpieces by Donatello, Verrocchio, Bronzino, Rosso Fiorentino, and also the burial 
place of the founder of the Medici family. Inside  we can  compare the stupendous "Old Sacristy" 
with the "New Sacristy" of Michelangelo, where members of the Medici family  are buried. The 
Opificio delle Pietre Dure originated in order to build the Cappella dei Principi, an extraordinary 
architectural and sculptural work. We can also visit the Laurentian Medicean Library, the first 
public library, born with specific study functions, based on a project by Michelangelo. 
 

     

 
Itinerary 8 
 
On the trail of Medieval Florence 
Departure from Piazza della Repubblica, the heart of the Roman Florentia to learn about the 
ancient origins of Florence. The tour continues around the heart of medieval Florence in search of 
the Tower houses with a visit to the Bargello Museum, where is housed the most important 
collection of Italian Renaissance sculptures with masterpieces by Michelangelo, Donatello, 
Brunelleschi, Verrocchio, Ghiberti, Ammannati, Cellini, etc . We can also visit  Palazzo Davanzati 
where we can relive the setting of a medieval house with all the comforts of the era, including the 
famous "agiamenti", the plumbing, and the frescoed rooms with lots of furniture. 
It is also possible to visit the area of Dante, the Torre della Castagna and the Oratory of the 
Buonomini di San Martino. 
 

   



Itinerary 9 
 
Discovering the Accademia Gallery 
The visit wants to show  the artistic heritage of the Accademia Gallery in Florence, one of the most 
representative places in the city, which houses the famous David by Michelangelo, the Prisons and 
one of the artist's Pietà, as well as the largest collection of gold background boards in Italy. There 
we will discover great artists starting from medieval art, review the great Renaissance with artists 
like Sandro Botticelli, Domenico Ghirlandaio, Perugino, and  we can discover the masterpieces of 
Fra Bartolomeo, Pontormo, Andrea del Sarto, Allessando Allori and many of the greatest 
expressions of Florentine Mannerism. 
Inside there is also the Museum of musical instruments and Lorenzo Bartolini's Gipsoteca. 
 

     

 
Itinerary 10 
 
Discovering the Uffizi Gallery 
The Uffizi Gallery in Florence is one of the most important Italian museums, known all over the 
world. The building, once the seat of the Florentine government offices, now houses a grandiose 
collection of priceless works of art, deriving mainly from the Medici collections, which over the 
years have been enriched with legacies, exchanges and donations. There are also many religious 
works derived from the suppression of monasteries and convents between the eighteenth and 
nineteenth centuries. 
Divided into various rooms set up for regional schools and styles in chronological order, the 
exhibition shows works that start from the twelfth century up to the eighteenth century, touching 
the culmination with the superb collection of works of the Renaissance. In the rooms we find, in 
fact, some of the greatest masterpieces made by artists  from Cimabue to Caravaggio: Giotto, 
Simone Martini, Botticelli, Leonardo Da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raffaello, Mantegna, Tiziano, 
Parmigianino, Dürer, Rubens, Rembrandt and Canaletto, just to name a few. Also of great value 
are the collection of drawings and prints, as well as those of ancient statuary. The Uffizi is also the 
most densely visited museum in the world if we compare visitors to the size of the exhibition area. 
 

     



Itinerary 11 
Discovering Palazzo Pitti and the Galleria Palatina 
 
The visit to the Oltrarno area will take place inside Palazzo Pitti, one of the most representative 
places in Florence, which has seen the alternation of three dynasties and ruling families: the 
Medici, the Lorraine and finally the Savoy. Inside the palace, in the Galleria Palatina, there is a 
very rich collection of works of art, with masterpieces by Raphael, Andrea del Sarto, Titian, 
Caravaggio, Rubens, just to mention some authors. Other museums are housed in the majestic 
building, such as the Gallery of Modern Art with the important nucleus of the painters 
"Macchiaioli", the Museo degli Argenti, the Museum of Costume, the Porcelain Museum, just to 
name a few. We will discover the magnificent palace of the grand dukes, their grandiose Boboli 
Gardens and the works of their "quadreria", the expression of great artists that we can see in the 
Palatine Gallery with 28 rooms on the main floor. 
 

   

 
 
Itinerary 12 
 
Discovering the Basilica of the SS. Annunziata and the Spedale degli Innocenti 
We can discover the artistic heritage of the Piazza della Santissima Annunziata, a true Renaissance 
square with the unified appearance of the lodges that surround it and with the two palaces that 
scenographically frame, through Via dei Servi, the majestic Duomo. The Dome is located just a few 
steps away. We will consider the most important artistic testimonies present in the square that 
goes from the Church of the Servants of Mary with the miraculous image of Our Lady, to the 
Spedale degli Innocenti designed by Brunelleschi - the first orphanage born in Europe - to provide 
assistance to abandoned children. We can see also the  Fountains with sea monsters and at the 
Equestrian Monument of Ferdinando I, works by Giambologna and Ferdinando Tacca. 
 

    



HISTORICAL-ARTISTIC VISITS ON FLORENCE 
 
Possibility to make visits with the art historian and painter Elisa Marianini during the days and 
times indicated below.  
For Information: cell. 3392933799, elisamarianini@tiscali.it http://www.elisamarianini.it 
For OFFICES and ACADEMY GALLERY reservations are required to avoid queues 
From MONDAY to SUNDAY: visits of two hours 
TUESDAY, SATURDAY and SUNDAY:  ½ day or full 6/7 hours broken with a lunch break 
Possibility to request specific visits not included in the following list off the beaten track 
Possibility to visit the artist's artistic workshop in Via del Porcellana, 39 / r in Florence and the seat 
of Mugello. 
 

MONDAY 
13-15,30 

Palazzo Vecchio - Santa Maria Novella - Santa Croce - Spedale degli Innocenti 
 

TUESDAY 
Half or full day with the possibility of thematic itineraries 

Palazzo Vecchio - Santa Maria Novella - Santa Croce - Spedale degli Innocenti - Duomo -  
San Lorenzo - Uffizi  - Galleria dell’Accademia 

 
WEDNESDAY 

8,30-10,30 
Cappelle Medicee - Museo e convento di San Marco 

13-15 
Palazzo Vecchio - Santa Maria Novella - Santa Croce - Spedale degli Innocenti 

 
THURSDAY 

13-16 
Palazzo Vecchio - Santa Maria Novella - Santa Croce - Spedale degli Innocenti - 

Palazzo Medici Riccardi - San Lorenzo 
 

FRIDAY 
13-15 

Palazzo Vecchio - Santa Maria Novella - Santa Croce - Spedale degli Innocenti 
 

SATURDAY 
Half or full day with the possibility of thematic itineraries 

Palazzo Vecchio - Santa Maria Novella - Santa Croce - Spedale degli Innocenti -  Duomo - 
San Lorenzo - Uffizi  - Galleria dell’Accademia 

 
SUNDAY 

Half or full day with the possibility of thematic itineraries 
Uffizi - Galleria dell’Accademia -  San Lorenzo - Santa Maria Novella - Santa Croce - 

Palazzo Vecchio - Palazzo Pitti 

mailto:elisamarianini@tiscali.it
http://www.elisamarianini.it/


Prof. Elisa Marianini 
ADDRESS 
Website: http://www.elisamarianini.it 

E-mail: elisamarianini@tiscali.it 

Restoration and art workshop: Via del Porcellana, 39/r 50123 Florence  055-219250 

Studio: Traversa del Mugello SP 551, Via Provinciale 14h, at La Torre, 50038 Scarperia e San Piero, (FI).  

Cell. 3392933799 

 

I was born in Florence in 1967. I have a degree in History and conservation of artistic assets 
and a master’s degree in History of art, graduating with 110/110 with honors. I have followed 
in the footsteps of my father, Foresto Marianini, an important painter, decorator, and 
restorer in Florence. My first jobs were in his workshop when I was very young, and here is 
where I began to learn all the secrets of the trade. I still work in this artistic workshop today. I 
have continued on my artistic education, including mastering techniques that enable me to 
recreate antique paintings using the methods of masters of the period. 
An important part of my work is also restoring antique and modern paintings.  
As an art historian I have worked as an art consultant, issuing expertises. As an art critic, I 
have also given courses in the History of art and painting at various levels, focusing on 
different artistic techniques. I have also held personal and collective exhibitions. My works 
are found in private collections in New York, Jupiter (Florida), Paris, Lausanne, Oslo, Brescia, 
Florence, Milan, Rome, Siena, and Turin. My workshops display permanent exhibitions of my 
work. 
I have given art history lectures focusing on different artists and topics, in Tuscany and other 
Italian regions. My deep roots in my homeland and the Mugello, cradle of the Medici’s 
family, have always spurred my curiosity so many of my studies have focused on the 
Renaissance, exponents of the Fornaci San Lorenzo Manifattura Chini, Freemasonry, and the 
esoteric milieu in general with Florence representing an important place of interest. In 2015 I 
published a book on artistic memorials dedicated to the fallen of the Great War found in the 
Mugello and in 2016 a book on the Town Hall of Borgo San Lorenzo linked to the masonic 
philosophy and esoteric tradition. There are two levels of interpretation, one official and 
clear, and one private and hidden. The deeper meaning was reserved only for the masons 
and therefore is not understood by everyone. There is a definite esoteric meaning behind the 
symbolic decorations,  the stained glassed windows and all the fornishings, as well in the 
floors themselves and in orientation of the columns of the building. Tito Chini desire - the 
author of this complex project - expressed with the forms, the domain of the spirituality  
over matter.  My contemporary works link the figurative and the abstract. They are rich in 
those symbolic and allegorical meanings dear to the Renaissance, reclaiming and offering a 
“New Renaissance”. At the center of my pictorial explorations are humankind with its 
potentialities, experiencing the material dimension but also aspiring to superior things. With 
its weaknesses and deficiencies, diversity and richness to be offered to the others, 
humankind has gone on a journey in search of the essence of living, traveling along a path 
rich in positive and negative experiences that will be passed onto the future generations. 
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